DOLLAR GENERAL

) (( Learningally. | EE5EASY.on

PROMOTING LITERACY IN MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

Empowering Your Teen's
Literacy Skills

In today'’s fast-paced world, developing strong
literacy skills in teens is more crucial than ever. As
parents and guardians, there are several strategies
you can employ to help your child enhance their
reading, writing, and critical thinking abilities. Here are
some actionable tips to get started:

1 Encourage Diverse Reading Materials

Broaden your teen's reading horizons beyond their school curriculum by
introducing them to a wide range of genres and topics. Whether it's
books, articles, or online content, diverse reading materials can
significantly enrich their vocabulary and perspectives. Connect reading
materials to their interests, such as:

e Sports Enthusiasts: Biographies of famous athletes.

e Music Lovers: Books about music history or band biographies.

Ask your child about what they're reading or read the same books and
discuss them together. This not only promotes literacy but also fosters
meaningful family interactions.

2 Support Analytical Thinking
Help your teen develop critical thinking skills by
encouraging them to analyze texts deeply. Ask
thought-provoking questions like, "Why do you think
the author chose this perspective?" and have them
identify main ideas and themes. Encourage them to
annotate texts, take notes, and summarize key points.
These skills are essential for academic success and
beyond.
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Foster Effective Writing Skills

Provide opportunities for your teen to practice
writing and receive feedback. Whether it's
Journaling, creative writing, or blogging, regular
writing practice is key.

4 Embrace Technology as a Tool
Technology can be a powerful ally in education.
Encourage your teen to use reputable online
resources for research, writing, and collaboration.
Explore educational websites, online forums, and )\\ il M\ il
interactive learning platforms that complement their
school curriculum. However, it's crucial to set
boundaries and monitor screen time to ensure a
healthy balance.

5 Leverage Audiobooks and Podcasts
Audiobooks and podcasts are excellent tools for enriching vocabulary and learning about
new topics. Listen together and choose topics that interest your teen. Turn their analysis into
an adventure by creating presentations, their own podcasts, or even film reviews to showcase
their understanding.

6 Read Aloud Together
No one is too old for a read-aloud session! Find books you both
enjoy and take turns reading them aloud. This can be a fun and
engaging way to bond while promoting literacy. Try out
character voices, pre-teaching concepts and vocabulary, and
have fun with it!

By nurturing strong literacy skills, you're
empowering your teens to thrive academically and
in life. Now it's your turn! How do you promote
literacy at home with your teenage children? Share
your tips and experiences with us.
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